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THE Royal Library and general collection of Printed Books in the 

British Museum occupy the largest portion of the ground floor 

on the east and north sides of the building. The room on the 

right hand on entering the Hall, facing the Great Staircase, 
contains only the magnificent collection bequeathed to the nation 
in 1847 by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. This collection 
consists of 20,240 volumes, which cost its late owner upwards 
of 54,0002. On a pedestal, in the centre of the right side of the 
room, stands the bust of Mr. Grenville, the gift of the Right 

Hon. Sir David Dundas, M.P., Judge Advocate, and a Trustee of 

the British Museum. On the left side of the room are two table 

cases—in the first of which are laid out block books and works 
connected with the early history of printing—of which the follow- 
ing is the list :— 

1. The Book of Canticles.—A Block book with the Dutch 
inscription. See Ottley, Hist. of Engr. vol. i. p. 139. 
Purchased in 1838. 

2. Biblia Pauperum.—A Block book. See Heineken. 
Idée générale, &c., p. 292. Purchased in 1848. 

3. Temptationes Demonis.—A single page printed from 
a block. See North British Review for Noy. 1846, p- 
153. Purchased in 1842. 

4, Speculum Humane Salvationis—A Block book. 
First edition. Grenv. Catal. Part I. vol. ii. p. 678 
Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

5. Turris Sapiencie.—A single page, printed from a 
block. Purchased in 1849. 

6. Bible, in Latin.—On vellum. The earliest printed 
Bible and the earliest printed book known, commonly 
called the Mazarine Bible. Supposed to have issued 
from the press of Gutenberg and Fust, at Mentz, 
about 1455, Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville. 
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7. Bible.—Another copy of the Mazarine Bible. On 
paper. From the library of King George ITI. 

8. Psalter, in Latin.x—On vellum. Printed at Mentz, by 
Fust and Schoeffer, in 1457. The first printed Psalter. 
The first book printed with a date, and the first ex- 
ample of printing in colors. Bequeathed by the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

9. Psalter—On vellum. The second edition of the 
Mentz Psalter, printed by Fust and Schoeffer, in 1459. 
The second book with a date. From the library of 
King George ITI. 

10. A Bull of Indulgence, granted by authority of Pope 
Nicholas V. to those who should aid the King of 
Cyprus against the Turks.—Dated 1455. On vellum. 
See Nyerup, Ueber den Ablassbrief des pabsts Nicolai 
des V., &c. Purchased in 1845. 


In the second table-case are laid out specimens of printing by 
the most celebrated early German printers, as follows :— 


1. Durandus. Racionale Divinorum Officiorum.—Printed 
by Fust and Gernszheim, at Mentz, in 1459. On 
vellum. The first edition. The third book printed 
with a date. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville. 

. Joannes de Janua. Catholicon.—Printed at Mentz, 
in 1460. On vellum. The fourth book printed with 
a date. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville. 

3. St. Augustin. De vere vite cognitione.—Printed at 
Mentz, by Schoeffer, about 1468. From the library 
of King George III. 

4, Adrianus Carthusianus. De Remediis utriusque 
Fortune.—Printed at Cologne, by A. Therhoernen, in 
1471. From the library of King George III. 

. St. John Chrysostom. In Psalmum Miserere.—Printed 
at Cologne, by Ulric Zell, in 1466. The earliest book 
known to have been printed by Ulric Zell. From the 
library of King George III. 

6. St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil. Liber Dyalogo- 

rum.—Printed at Cologne, by Ulric Zell, about 1468. 

From the library of King George III. 
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7. Breydenbach.—Opus transmarine peregrinationis ad 
sepulchrum dominicum in Iherusalem. Printed at 
Mentz, in 1486. On vellum. One of the earliest books 
of travels printed, and the first illustrated with fold- 
ing views. From the library of King George III. 

8. A Book of Prayers.—Supposed to have been printed 
for the private use of the Emperor Maximilian I., by 
J. Schoensperger, at Augsburg, in 1514. On vellum. 
Unique in this state. Purchased in 1845. 

9, Bible, in Latin.—Printed at Mentz, by Fust and 
Schoeffer, in 1462. On vellum. The first bible with 
a date. From the library of King George III. 

10. The same on paper. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. 
Thomas Grenville. 

From this reom visitors proceed to the Royal Library, passing 
through a room containing manuscripts. 


The Royal Library, consisting of upwards of 80,000 volumes, was 
collected by H. M. King George III, and presented to the nation 
by H. M. King George IV. It is one of the most noble libraries 
known, remarkable not only for the judicious selection of the works, 
and the discriminating choice of the editions, but for the bibliographi- 
cal peculiarities and rarity of the copies. The number of those on 
large paper deserves particular mention. The room in which this 
collection is deposited was built expressly to receive the royal gift, 
which was ordered to be kept apart from the rest of the Museum 
Library. In the centre of the room there are two upright glazed 
cases, containing some of the rarest volumes in the collection. In 
addition to these upright cases, there are four glazed table-cases, 
in which are exhibited specimens of typography from the whole 
library in the following order :— 


1. orn max mv. Jacob Ben Asher’s Code of Jewish 
Ceremonies. Iscar [?] 1485.—The first book printed 
in Portugal. Purchased in 1848. 

2, Sana S23 An. First Hebrew Bible.—Printed 
by Abraham Colorito. Soncino, 1488. Purchased in 
1848. 

3. wa $1 DYopyx Guan oy Aan ownin awnn. First 
Hebrew Pentateuch.—Printed by Abraham Colorito. 
Bologna, 1482. On vellum. Purchased in 1838. 

4. “wu 9D) DpH Dusan Sy AWA win Awnn. Penta- 
teuch, with Onkelos’ Chaldee translation and Solomon 
Ben Isaac’s Commentary. On vellum.’ Lisbon, 1491. 
—From the library of King George III. 

5. pawn mbyan. Moses Alshee on Daniel.  Zafed, 
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1563.—The first book printed in Western Asia. Pur- 
chased in 1848. 

6. Syn nue nv. Printed by Abraham Conato. Mantua, 
1476.—First edition of Jacob Ben Asher’s Code of 
Jewish Ceremonies and the second Hebrew book 
printed. 

7. Craston. Greek Lexicon.—Printed about 1478, most 
probably at Milan. The first Greek Lexicon. From 
the library of King George ITI. 

8. Homer. Florence, 1488.—The first edition of Homer. 
Presented by the Rev. C. Jackson, Dean of Christ 
Church, to whom it had been bequeathed by the Rev. 
C. M. Cracherode. It formerly belonged to the his- 
torian De Thou. 

9, Lascaris. “‘Grammatica Greeca.—4to, Mediolani, Dion. 
Paravisini, 1476. Editio Princeps: and the first book 
printed in Greek characters. Of the extraordinary 
rarity of this book see Panzer II. 25; Bib. Spencer. 
Ill. 76; Saxius, Typ. Mediol. p. 461 and 563. This 
is the finest copy that I have seen of this rare book.” 
The above note is in the handwriting of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 

10. AMsop’s Fables.—Printed at Milan, about 1480. The 
first edition of the first Greek classic printed. Be- 
queathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

11. Planudes. Anthologia Epigrammatum Greecorum.— 
On vellum. Edited by Lascaris, and printed by Alopa 
at Florence, in 1494, The first edition of the first 
Greek Anthology, and one of the five Greek books 
printed in capital letters by the above editor and 
printer. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville. 

12, Cicero. Officiorum libri tres.—On vellum. Printed 
at Mentz, by Fust and Schoeffer, 1465. The first 
edition of the first Latin classic printed, and one of 
the two books in which Greek type was first used. 
Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

13. Pliny’s Natural History. Venice, 1469.—The first 
edition of this work. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 
Cracherode. 

14. * Ovidius. Opera. Azzoguidi, Bononiz, 1471.—The 

priority of this edition is sufficiently ascertained ; but it 
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is remarkable that except this copy in my library, not 
one has been found perfect ; the other six copies known, 
viz.—that in the Royal Library at Paris, wanting two 
leaves,—that in Lord Spencer’s—that of Count D’Elci 
—of the Canon Devoti—of Lord Pembroke, and of our 
Royal Library are every one of them more or less 
defective. The present copy having been carefully 
collated is perfect and correct. But there is a remark-~- 
able error in the press which, I believe, has been 
hitherto unnoticed: the ‘De Medicamine Faciei’ is 
printed immediately after the ‘Philomena,’ but with- 
out any title, and the ‘De Nuce,’ which ends the 2nd 
volume, has the title belonging to the Medicamine, 
instead of its own title ‘De Nuce,’ which is altogether 
omitted ; and precisely the same error has been copied 
into the second Azzoguidi edition of 1480. The order 
of the pieces, as bound in my copy, is the same as that 
of the ‘Tabula,’ except that the Fasti and the Meta- 
morphoses have changed places for the better size of 
the volumes.” The above note is in the handwriting 
of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this 
book was bequeathed. 

15. Cicero. Officiorum libri tres.--On vellum. Printed 
at Mentz, by Fust and Schoeffer, 1466. The second 
edition of this work. 

16. Tibullus.—This is generally considered to be the first 
edition of Tibullus printed separately, and is supposed 
to be from the press of Florentius de Argentina, about 
1472. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Gren- 
ville. 

17. Horatius.—First edition. From the library of King 

George III. 


In the second case, on the same side, are contained specimens of 
early editions, all but one, of classics, mostly on vellum, viz.:— 


1. Plautus, Comedies.—On vellum. Printed at Florence, 
by Giunta, in 1514. Probably the presentation copy 
to young Lorenzo de’ Medici, to whom the book is 
dedicated. From the library of King George III. 

2. “ Vitruvius et Frontinus.—8vo, Giunta, in Membranis. 
Florentize, 1513. This very rare book was purchased 
at Dent’s sale. There is a very inferior copy in the 

Duke of Devonshire’s collection, and Brunet mentions 
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one at Paris in the St. Genevieve; I have not heard of 
any other. This has been the presentation copy to 
Julian Medici, to whom it is dedicated.” Note by the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 

3. Ceesar’s Commentaries.—On vellum. Printed at 
Florence, by Giunta, in 1514. Bequeathed by the Rev. 
C. M. Cracherode. 

4. “ Aulus Gellius. — 8vo, Junta, in membranis, 1513. 
This is the presentation copy to Lorenzo de’ Medici, to 
whom the book is dedicated. It is the only copy 
known on vellum.” Note by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

5. Euclid’s Geometry, in Latin.—On vellum. Printed at 
Venice, by Ratdolt, in 1482. The first edition, and 
one of the first books printed with diagrams. Presen- 
tation copy to the Doge Giovanni Mocenico, to whom 
the edition is dedicated. From the library of King 
George III. 

6. Justinus’s abridgment of Trogus.—On vellum. First 
edition. Printed at Venice, by Jenson, in 1470. This 
copy formerly belonged to a member of the Donado 
family, the arms of which are represented in the 
initial letter C on the first page. From the library of 
King George III. 

7. Catullus, Tibullus and Propertius. Statii Sylvae—On 
vellum. First edition. Printed at Venice, by Vindelin 
de Spira, in 1472. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 
Cracherode. 

8. Livy. “ This copy of Livy, printed by Sweynheim and 
Pannartz at Rome, circa 1469, is the only copy that is 
known to exist upon vellum. It appears by the arms 
on the first page of the History to have been taken off 
for Pope Alexander VI., when Vice Chancellor of the 
Roman See, and Governor of the Monastery of Su- 
biaco, where these printers took up their abode, and 
introduced the art of printing into Italy. Pope 
Alexander VJ. took the name of Borgia from his 
uncle Calistus III., who made him Cardinal; and he 
was by Sixtus 1V. made Abbot of the Monastery of 

Subiaco. The letters L. B., below the arms, are 
probably in reference to his being of the house of 


Lenzoli, by the father, and that of Borgia by the 
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mother. This volume was afterwards in the Benedic- 

tine Library at Milan, from whence, at the French 

revolution, it was sold to the Abbate Canonici at 

Venice, and was purchased from him by Edwards the 

bookseller, at whose sale it was bought by Sir Mark 

Sykes, in 1815, for 903/. At Sir Mark’s death it was 

bought by Payne, and sold by him to Mr. Dent for 5251. ; 

and at Mr. Dent’s death was again bought by Payne, 
and was sold by him to Mr. Grenville.” The above 
note is in the handwriting of the Right Hon. ‘Thomas 

. Grenville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

9. Pliny’s Natural History—On vellum. Printed at 
Venice, by Jenson, in 1472. This copy formerly be- 
longed to Sperone Speroni, whose arms are on the 
lower margin of the first page. From the library of 
King George III. 

10. Galeomyomachia.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, be- 
fore 1500. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

11. Amasei Vaticinium.—Printed at Venice, in 1499, by 
Aldus. Purchased in 1848. 

12. Demetrius Moschus. Lacon. Gr. and Lat.—First 
edition. Printed at Reggio, by Dionigi (Bertocchi), 
about 1500. Purchased in 1838. 

13. Cicero. “ Epistola Familiares—In membranis. Fol. 
Spira. Venetiis, 1469. This is the first of the two 
editions printed by Spira in the same year and is the 
first book printed at Venice. According to Van Praet, 
iv., p. 804, six copies only, on vellum, are known, and 
not more than ten or twelve on paper. This copy, 
bought by Payne, in Italy, for 100/., sold by him to 
Hibbert for 120/., was afterwards bought by me of 
Payne for 901.” The above note is in the hand- 
writing of the Right Hon, @homas Grenville, by whom 
this book was bequeathed. It belonged formerly to a 
member of the Michiel family, the arms of which 
are on the lower margin of the first page. 

14. Cicero’s Tusculan Questions.—On vellum. Printed 
at Venice, by Jenson, in 1472. This copy formerly 
belonged to a member of the Contarini family, the 
arms of which are on the lower margin of the first 
page. From the library of King George III. 


15. Cicero’s Letters —On vellum. Printed at Venice, 
A +3 
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by Jenson, in 1475, Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 
Cracherode. 

16. Cicero’s Letters to Atticus—On vellum. Printed 
at Rome, by Silber, in 1490. From the library of 
King George III. 


Opposite to this last case are specimens of the Italian press in the 
16th century, viz.:— 


1, Virgil—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, in 1501. On 
vellum. The first book printed in Italic types; and 
the earliest attempt to produce cheap books. It 
has belonged to the Gonzaga family, and has the auto- 
graphs of the two Cardinals Ippolito and Ercole, as 
well as that of Vincenzo Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua. 
Bequeathed by the Rey. C. M. Cracherode. 

. “ Horatius, prima Aldina, 1501.—8vo. On vellum. 
The rarity and high price of the vellum copies of this 
rare edition is sufficiently known.” Note by the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was be- 
queathed. 

3. Petrarcha. Sonetti e Canzoni.—Printed at Venice, by 
Aldus, 1501. On vellum. The first Italian book 
printed in Italic type. It formerly belonged to Isabella 
d’Este, who married Gian-Francesco Gonzaga, Mar- 
quis of Mantua. Her arms are inserted on the lower 
margin of the first page of this volume. Bequeathed 
by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

4. Juvenalis. Persius. Satyrae.—Printed at Venice, by 

op Aldus, 1501. Onvellum. From the library of King 

. George III. 

ay - Martialis. Epigrammata.— Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 
1501. On vellum. From the library of King 
George III. 

6. Catullus. Tibullus. Propertius.—Printed at Venice, 
by Aldus, in 1502. On vellum. Bequeathed by the 

Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

- Statius. Sylvarum libri quinque, Thebaidos libri duo- 
decim, Achilleidos duo.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 
1502. On vellum. From the library of King 
George ITI. 

8. “ Dante, Terze Rime.—On vellum. 8vo, Aldo. Venetia, 

1502. Renouard quotes this edition of Dante, as the 
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first in which Aldus employed the device of the Anchor. 
There appear to be six copies upon vellum; the other 
five are to be found at the Museum; Rome, alla Sa- 
pienza; Milan, Trivulci; Lord Spencer, title MS. 
Renouard, six first leaves on paper.’’ Note by the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book 
was bequeathed. 

9. Euripides. - Tragoedie.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 
1503. On vellum. The first complete edition of 
Euripides. From the library of King George III. 

10. Homer. Iliad and Odyssey. — Printed at Venice, 
by Aldus, 1504. Onvellum. The second edition 
of the two poems. From the library of King George 
III. 

11. Virgil. — Printed at Venice, by Aldus, in 1505. 
On vellum. Bequeathed by the Rev, C. M, Crache- 
rode. 

12. Quintus Calaber. Derelictorum ab Homero libri qua- 
tuordecim, &c.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, about 
1513. Onvellum. From the library of King George 
III. 

13, Petrarcha. Sonettie Canzoni.—Printed at Venice, by 
Aldus, 1514, On vellum. From the library of King 
George III. 

14. Petrarcha. Sonetti e Canzoni.— Printed at Venice, by 
Aldus, 1533, On vellum. From the library of King 
George III. 

15. Cicero, Officiorum libri tres. Cato major, &c.— 
Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 1541. On vellum. Be- 
queathed by the Rev. C,.M. Cracherode, 

16. Cicero. Epistole familiares.—Printed at Venice, by 
Aldus, 1540. On large paper. Bequeathed by the 
Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

17. Themistius. Opera.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 
1534. On large paper. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. 
M. Cracherode. 

18. Cicero. Officiorum libri tres. Cato major, &c.— 
Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 1545. On large paper. 
Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

19. Horatius. Poemata Omnia.—Printed at Venice, by 
Aldus, 1519. On large paper. Bequeathed by the 
Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

20. Virgilius.—Printed at Venice, by Aldus, 1514. On 
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large paper. Although dated 1514, this is one of the 
copies of the edition printed about 1519. Bequeathed 
by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

21, * Ariosto. Orlando Furioso.—Ed. Pr. 4to, Ferrara, 
1516. The rarity of this first edition is sufficiently 
acknowledged. The only copy in England, as far as 
I am informed, is that at Althorp, of which the title- 
page is a Manuscript fac-simile. This copy is of its 
original size, there being a great many rough leaves.” 
The above note is in the handwriting of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was be- 
queathed. 

22, * Ariosto. Orlando Furioso.—4to, Ferrara, 1532. On 
vellum. The value of this edition, as the last corrected 
by the author, is sufficiently known; itis of the greatest 
scarcity on paper, but a vellum copy is among the rarest 
of Italian books; this had belonged to Conte Garimberti 
at Parma.’ ‘The above note is in the handwriting of 
the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book 
was bequeathed. 

23. Bettini. El monte Sancto di Dio.—Printed at Flo- 
rence, by Niccolo di Lorenzo, 1477. The first book 
illustrated by copper-plate Engravings. Bequeathed by 
the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

24. The Fourth Canto of Tasso’s Gerusalemme Liberata. 
—Printed for the first time in Zabata, Scelta di Rime. 
Genova, 1579. 

25. “Pulci, Il Morgante.—Fol. Firenze, 1482. Of this 
valuable edition, bought at the Pinelli sale, and, for a 
long time considered as unique, nothing was to be known, 
as it unfortunately wanted the Colophon; but in 1830, 
Audin, at Florence, found an imperfect copy of the 
same book, which I purchased, and supplied from it the 
Colophon and two leaves, by which my Pinelli copy 
became perfect in the text. ‘The Colophon shows that 
this is the first edition of the 28 Cantos under the 
correction of the author; the first 25 cantos having 
been surreptitiously printed by Luca Veneziano, 1481.” 
The above note is in the handwriting of the Right Hon. 
Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

26. Dante. Divina Comedia.—Printed at Foligno, by J. 
Numeister 1472. The first edition of this work. From 

the library of King George III. 
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27. *Petrarca. Sonettie Triomphi.—Ed. Pr. 4to, Vind. 
Spira, 1470. This is one of the rarest of the Italian 
Editiones Principes. An imperfect copy sold at Willett’s 
for fifty guineas. The mistakes of De Bure, and the 
rarity of this edition, are sufficiently detailed in Bib. 
Spencer. iv. 131.” The above note is in the handwriting 
‘of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this 
book was bequeathed. 


In the case next to the one just mentioned, and opposite to the 
first, are early specimens of the French, Spanish, and Portuguese 
press, Viz. :— 


1. Gasparinus Barzizius. Liber Epistolarum.— Paris, 
about 1470. The first book printed in France. Pur- 
chased in 1848. 

2, Fichet. Rhetoricorum libri. Paris, 1471.—One of the 
earliest productions of the Paris press. A presenta- 
tion copy to Pope Sixtus IV. Bequeathed by the Rev. 
C. M. Cracherode. 

. Le Livre du Roy Modus et de la Royne Racio. Cham- 
bery, 1486.—The third book printed in Savoy. From 
the library of King George III. 

4, Surse de Pistoye, [2. e. Buonaccorso da Montemagno. | 
La Controversie de Noblesse. — Printed at Bruges, 
by Colard Mansion, about 1475. Purchased in 1850. 

5. Les Quatre Filz Aymon. --Printed about 1480, appa- 
rently at Lyons. 

6. Pelegrin. De Artificiali Perspectiva. Toul, 1505.— 
The first edition of the first work on Perspective. 
Purchased in 1835. 

7, A collection of sixty-four French farces im their ori- 
ginal binding. (Hormat d’agenda.) Printed, chiefly 
at Lyons, between the years 1540 and 1550. Unique. 
Purchased in 1845. See Bulletin du Bibliophile, Mai, 
1845, and also a privately printed description of this 
volume, by M. Octave Delepierre. 

g. Les Chroniques de France. On vellum.—Printed at 

Paris, by A. Verard, in 1493. Purchased in 1848. 

- Hours for the use of the diocese of Rome. On vellum. 
__Printed at Paris, by A. Chappiel, in 1504. Unique 
in this shape. (Format d’agenda.) Presented by the 

Rey. J. Horner of Mells Park. 
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10. Hours for the use of the Diocese of Paris.—On 
vellum. Printed at Paris by P. Pigouchet, about 1488. 
Purchased in 1848. 

11. Hours for the use of the Diocese of Rome.—On 
vellum. Printed at Paris by P. Pigouchet in 1498. 
Purchased in 1842. 

12. Berenger de la Tour. L’Amie des Amies ; an imita- 
tion of the Episode of Zerbino and Isabella, by Ariosto. 
—Printed at Lyons, in 1558, by Granjon, in the cursive 
character invented by him. From the library of King 
George III. 

13. Hours for the use of the Diocese of Rome.—On 
vellum. Printed at Paris by P. Pigouchet, in 1493. 
Purchased in 1847. 

14. Cancionero de Obras de burlas.—Printed at Valencia 
in 1519. Unique. Purchased in 1841. 

15. * Cervantes. Don Quixote.—First edition. 4to, 
Madrid, 1605. The great rarity of this first edition is 
sufficiently known, but till lately it had not been ascer 
tained which of the two editions (both printed at 
Madrid, 1605) was the prior; but in this copy, which 
has the Privilegio for Castille only, the certificate for 
the errata is dated 1 Dec., 1604: in the other edition 
of Madrid, 1605, the Privilegio is for Castille, Aragon 
y Portugal, and the Privilegio for Portugal is dated 
9 Feb., 1605, which ascertains the priority of this copy, 
containing the date of Dec., 1604. A third edition, 
was printed at Lisbon, in 1605. . A fourth edition was 
printed also in 1605, at Valencia; and a fifth edition at 
Brussels, 1607. They are all in my library, and are a 
very rare collection.” The above note is in the hand- 
writing of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom 
this book was bequeathed. 

16. “Camoens. Os Lusiadas.— Ed. Pr., 4to, Lisboa, 1572. 
It appears that there were two editions, both printed in 
1572, and both so rare that it is difficult to find the 
means of collating them. The best account of them 
will be found in the edition of Camoens, printed by M. 
de Souza, 4to, 1817, and given by him, but not sold. 
I call this Editto Princeps because he inclines to think 

it so. In the 3rd canto the printer has misplaced the 

six stanzas, which should follow the 20th stanza ; they 
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should change place with the six stanzas which now 
follow after the recto of p. 47. The copy is quite 
complete and perfect, and of excessive rarity.” The 
above note is in the handwriting of the Right Hon. 
Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

17. “Camoens. Os Lusiadas, 4to, 1572.—There were two 
copies (being the two first editions of the work) from 
the same press in the same year. According to Sousa 
my other copy is, in his opinion, the first of the two: 
he distinguishes the second by the two pages of Royal 
and Inquisitorial Licence being printed in a much 
smaller type than the first, and that difference will be 
found in this copy; but there are in this copy no differ- 
ences of orthography.” The above note is in the hand- 
writing of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom 
this book was bequeathed. 

18. Pedro de Cordova. Doctrina Christiana. Mexico, 
1544,-—This is the first existing book printed in Ame- 
rica. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Gren- 
ville. le 

19. Resende. Cancioneiro geral. Lixboa, 1516. This 
copy belonged to King Charles II. From the library 
of King George II. 

20. ** Tirant Lo Blanch.—T. Martorell. Fo., Valencia, 

1490. Of this very rare first edition of a very celebrated 

romance in the Limosin dialect, no other copy was 

known to exist when this was brought from Spain by 
the American consul Rich; this being the identical 

copy described by Mendez in his Typog. Espan., p. 72. 

Since that time one other copy, and one only, has been 

found, which is in the Vatican. This copy had been 

originally purchased by Mr. Heber for 300 guineas.”’ 

The above note is in the handwriting of the Right 

Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was be- 

queathed. A third copy is now known to exist. 


Visitors continuing along the King’s Library to the north, on 
entering the lobby at that end, may either proceed upstairs on the 
right to the Natural History Department, or, turning to the left, 
enter the room where the library bequeathed by Sir Joseph Banks 
is deposited. This library, consisting of upwards of 16,000 volumes, 
is remarkable for its excellent selection of works on Natural His- 
tory. It occupies about four-fifths of the room; the remainder of 
which is filled with books relating likewise to Natural Science. 


From the Banksian Room visitors proceed to the rooms containing 
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the Museum Collection ; that is, such books as have either been in 
the Museum from its foundation in 1753, or have been added to 
it by donation, purchase, or copyright. On the foundation of the 
British Museum, the reigning sovereign, George II., transferred to 
it the books which had belonged to the several kings of England, 
from Henry VII. downwards. All such as are described as 
“From the library of King George II.” form part of this col- 
lection. Among the donors, the names of the Rey. C. M. Crache- 
rode, and of Sir R. C. Hoare, deserve to be specially recorded. 
In the centre of the large room which the visitors enter from 
the Banksian Library, are laid out open in two large cases rare 
volumes claiming attention on various grounds. In the case on the 
left are contained the following early English Prayer Books, Litur- 
gies, and Bibles. 


1. The Book of Common Prayer. London, 1549.—The 
first Reformed Prayer Book of King Edward VI. 

2, The Book of Common Prayer. London, 1552.—The 
second Reformed Prayer Book of King Edward VI. 
Purchased in 1848. 

3. Manuale ad usum Ecclesize Sarisburiensis.—London, 
1554. One of the first Roman Catholic service books 
printed for the use of England after the accession of 
Queen Mary, and the re-establishment of the Roman 
Catholic religion in this country. Purchased in 1848. 

4. The Book of Common Prayer. London, 1559.—The 
Reformed Prayer Book of Queen Elizabeth. Pur- 
chased in 1848. 

5. The whole Psalter translated into English metre, by 
Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury.—Printed 
by John Day. London, 1557. 

6. A Primer and Catechism in the Irish language. 
~—Printed at Dublin in 1571. The first book printed 

‘in the Irish character. 

7. The Bible translated out of Douche and Latyn into 
Englishe ; supposed to have been printed at Zurich ; 
1535.—This Bible, commonly called Coverdale’s Bible, 
is the first complete edition of the Scriptures in English. 
Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

8. The Bible. Translated by Thomas Matthew, [the 
pseudonyme of John Rogers,] 1537. — Printed on 
straw-colored paper. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. 
A. Onslow. 

9. Missale secundum usum Ecciesie Sarisburiensis. — 

Printed by M.Morin, at Rouen, 1492. On vellum. 


The first edition of the Salisbury Missal. Purchased 
in 1848. 

10. The Polyglot Bible, edited by Walton. London, 
1657.—On large paper. The first polyglot Bible 
printed in England. This copy belonged to King 
Charles II. From the library of King George II. 

11. Castell. Lexicon Heptaglotton. London, 1669.— 
On large paper. This copy belonged to King Charles 
II. From the library of King George II. 

12. The New Testament.—Printed’ at Cologne, by P. 
Quentell, 1525. <A fragment of the first edition of 
Tyndale’s translation of the New Testament, and the 
earliest specimen ofa printed version of the Scriptures 
in English., Unique. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. 
Thomas Grenville. 

13. The Pentateuch.—Translated by Tyndale. Printed 
by Luft, “at Malborow in the lande of Hesse,” 1530. 

14. The New Testament. — Translated by Tyndale. 
Printed at Antwerp by the ‘“ Widowe of Christoffel of 
Endhoven,” 1534. Unique. Bequeathed by the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

15. The New Testament.— Translated by Tyndale. 
Printed at Antwerp by Martin Lempereur, 1534. On 
vellum. This copy belonged to Queen Anne Boleyn. 
Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

16. ‘ N. Testament...faythfully translated and lately cor- 

recte. 12mo, Antwerpe, Matthew Crom, 1538.—Accord- 

ing to Dr. Cotton only three [other] copies are known of 
this very rare edition of T'yndale’s Testament, with his 

Prologues ; they are in the Baptist Library, Bristol; 

St. Paul’s Cathedral; and Christ Church, Oxford; the 

last copy being imperfect. The present is quite a 

perfect copy, and entirely original. In Father Simon’s 

Critical History he first ascribes this version to Tyn- 

dale and Coverdale, and afterwards doubts whether it 

be not from Wickliff’s version, which was permitted 
by Henry 8th during Sir T. Cromwell’s life, but after 
his death, by the interference of the Bishops, was 
prohibited. The prevailing opinion, however, ascribes 
this Testament to Tyndale and Coverdale.” Note in 
the handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, 
by whom this volume was bequeathed. 
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17. ‘“‘Newe Testament. 8vo, Ri. Grafton, 1540. This edi- 
tion, as far as I can find, is unknown to all the bib- 
liographical writers, and, being of an early date and 
apparently unique, it was sold to me by Thorpe at a 
very high price. It is in fine condition, and the pages 
194, 258. 266. 282. 290 have not been cut open.”’ Note 
in the handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Gren- 
ville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

18. The Newe Testament.—Translated by Miles Cover- 
dale, 1550. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. A. 
Onslow. 

19. The Bible. 1539.—This is commonly called the first 
edition of Cranmer’s, or the Great Bible. The orna- 
ment of the title page, which was used for this and the 
next book (the edition of April 1540), is said to have 
been designed by Holbein. Purchased in 1840, 

20. The Great Bible. April, 1540.—On vellum. This is 
called the second edition of Cranmer’s Bible, but is the 
first revised by him. The arms of the Earl of Essex, 
which were inserted in the title-page of the first 
edition (1539), were cut out after hisexecution. Presen- 
tation copy to Henry VIIL., as is shown by the follow- 
ing manuscript inscription on the reverse of the fly- 
leaf: ‘‘ This Booke is presented unto your most ex- 
cellent highnesse by youre loving, faithfull, and obedient 
Subject and daylye Oratour, Anthonye Marler, of 
London, haberdassher.’’ See Anderson, Annals of the 
English Bible, vol. i. pp. 131 and 142. From the 
library of King George II. 

21. The Holy Bible-—Printed at London, by R. Barker, 
1611. The first edition of the authorized version of 
the Scriptures now in use. 


In the case opposite, on the right hand, are specimens of print- 
ing by the earliest English printers, viz. :— 


1. Le Fevre. Recueil des Histoires de Troyes.—Printed 
by Caxton, about 1467. This book is considered to be 
the first work printed abroad by Caxton, and the first 
printed in French. Purchased in 1844. 

2, Meditacions sur les Sept Pseaulmes Penitentiaulx. — 
Printed (abroad?) by Caxton. Unique. 

3. The Game and Playe of the Chesse.—Printed by 


Caxton, in 1474. The first edition of this work and 
the first book printed in England. From the library 
of King George III. 

4, The Siege of the Cytee of Rhodes.—Printed by 
Caxton. Edges uncut. Unique in this state. From the 
Harleian Collection. The last leaf is a fac-simile by 
Mr. Harris. 

5. Le Fevre. Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye.— 
Printed by Caxton, 1471. The first book printed, 
most probably abroad, in English. From the lbrary 
of King George III. 

6. The Game and Playe of the Chesse.—Printed by 
Caxton. The second edition of this work, and the first 
of Caxton’s books illustrated with woodcuts. From 
the library of King George III. 

7. The Cronicles of England.—Printed by Caxton in 
1480. From the library of King George III. 

8. Higden. The Polycronycon.—Printed by Caxton, in 
1482. From the library of King George III. 

9, La Tour Landri. The Knight of the ‘Toure.— Printed 
by Caxton in 1484. From the library of King George 
III. 

10. The Fifteen O’s and other Prayers.—This is the 
only book printed by Caxton which is ornamented 
with borders. Unique. Purchased in 1851. 

11. The book of the Ordre of Chyvalry.—Printed by 
Caxton. From the library of King George III. 

12. Chaucer. The book of the Tales of Caunterburye. 
—Printed by Caxton. ‘The first edition of this work. 
Only two perfect copies known. From the library of 
King George III. 

13. The Subtyl Historyes and Fables of Esope.— 
Printed by Caxton, in 1484. The first English ver- 
sion of these fables. Purchased in 1844. 

14. The Golden Legende.—Printed by Caxton, in 1483. 
From the library of King George III. 

15. ‘“ Chaucer. Canterbury Tales.—Fol., 2nd edition. 
Caxton. The only perfect original copy of this volume, 
as I believe, is that in the Library of St. John’s Col- 
lege, Oxford. This beautiful copy of mine wanting 
several leaves, I had them supplied in fac-simile, by 

Harris, from the copy at St. John’s; it is now quite 
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perfect.” The above note is in the handwriting of the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 


16. ‘Chaucer. Canterbury Tales. — Fol., Wynkyn de 


Worde, 1498. This is an unique copy, no other being 
known to exist. It wants the first sheet containing the 
Prohemie and the Prologues of the Knyght, Squire, 
Yeoman, the Noune, the Monke, and the 36 first 
lines of the Frere. My copy begins with the second 
sheet, B, containing 4 leaves, beginning with “Acordyth,” 
the 87th line of the Frere’s Prologue—c has 8 leaves ; 
d, 8; e, 6; f, 6; g,6. Memorandum—up to reverse 
of h 2, this edition corresponds with Pynson, s. a, fol. 
up to m, 5 of Pynson, which in Pynson 1s followed by 
Marchaunte’s Tale, Squier’s Tale, Frankleyn’s Tale.” 
The above note is in the handwriting of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was be- 
queathed. Since Mr. Grenville’s note was written, 
another copy of the book has been found. 


17. Hieronymus. Exposicio in Simbolum Apostolorum. 


Oxonie, 1468.—Upon the strength of this date the 
honor of printing the first book in England has been 
by some denied to Caxton, and claimed for Oxford. 
The date, however, is a typographical error for 1478. 
From the library of King George III. 


18. Terentius in Andria, &c.—Printed by Pynson, 1497. 


The first Latin Classic printed in England. From the 
library of King George III. 


19. Chaucer. The Boke-of the Tales of Canterburie.— 


Printed by Pynson. From the library of King George 
Ill. 


20. ‘The Boke of Seynt Alban’s.—Fol., Sanctus Albanus, 


1486. This is, I believe, the finest copy known of this 
rare book in its original uncut leaves. Having an 
original blank leaf preceding the first printed leaf, a ij., 
it seems to prove that there is no title page, or printed 
leaf, of al. It wanted 2 leaves in the middle of the 
book, which have been admirably supplied by Harris.” 
The above note is in the handwriting of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was be- 
queathed. 


21. Berners. The Manere of Hawkynge and Huntynge, 


&c.—Printed by Wynkyn de Worde, 14.96. On vellum. 

Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville. 

22. Statuta apud Westmonasterium edita anno primo 
regis Ricardi tercil.—Printed by Machlinia, about 1484. 
Probably the first collection of statutes printed in 
England. From the library of King George III. 

23. ‘“ Complaynte of Scotland. 8vo. s.a. andl. Of this 
extremely rare book only 4 copies are known, one at 
the Museum, one belonging to J. M‘Gowan, Esq., one 
belonging to Mr. G. Paton, and the present copy, be- 
longing formerly to the Duke of Roxburgh, and now 
in my library. All the 4 copies want the title, of which 
there is only a small remnant in this; in other respects, 
this copy, upon a laborious collation, is found quite 
perfect. Leyden, in his 4th reprint, names Sir D. 
Lyndsay as the author. Pinkerton says ‘ Wedder- 
burn.’—-M‘Kenzie says ‘Sir James Inglis.’”” Note 
in the handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Gren- 
ville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 

24. A Latin poem, on the assumption of the reins of 
Government by James V. of Scotland. -— Printed at 
Edinburgh, about 1526. From the library of King 
George III. 


On each side of the table-cases in this room there is an upright 
ease devoted to books of great rarity. In the first on the left side 
there is laid open a volume of the following work :— 


The Polyglot Bible printed by Plantin, at Antwerp, be- 
tween the years 1569 and 1572. On vellum.—This 
copy is remarkable for its beauty, and as having been 
presented to the Duke of Alva by order of Philip II. 
Purchased in 1840, 


In the next upright case, on the same side, there are laid open 
three books, viz. :— 


1. Lactantius Firmianus. Opera.—Printed in the Mo- 
nastery of Subiaco, in 1465. The first book printed in 
Italy with a date. 

2. Ptolemy. Magne Constructionis Libri xii. Basle, 

1538.—The first edition. On vellum. A presentation 

copy to Henry VIIL., to whom the work was dedicated. 

From the library of King George II. 


ls / Pe a fi 


 ERYBY, 


Ss 
—-_ 


VENA 4: 


y 


~~? ~My See a 1 


2g 


3. Galen. Methodus Medendi. 'T. Linacro Interprete. 
Paris, 1519.—On vellum. A presentation copy to 
Cardinal Wolsey. At the foot of the title-page a 
Cardinal’s hat is painted, a blank space being left for 
Wolsey’s arms. From the library of King George II. 


In the case facing this last are exposed two books. 


1. “Cronycles of the lond of Englod. fo. Gerard de 
Leew, Antwerp, 1493.—Dibdin in his Bib. Spencer. 
iv. 229, remarks upon the ‘extreme rarity’ of this 
book, which is a reprint from Caxton’s text of the 
Cronycles of Englond, 1480. Lord Spencer’s copy 
had belonged to Mr. R. Wilbraham, and I am not aware 
where a third copy can be found, though probably 
they may at some time be forthcoming.” Note in the 
handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by 
whom this book was bequeathed. 

2. Anno XI. Henrici VII. Statuta Bonum Publicum 
concernencia.—Printed by Wynkyn de Worde. On 
vellum. <A presentation copy to Henry VII. From 
the library of King George II. 


In the case opposite to the first there is laid open— 


laa Sainte Bible en Francays.—-Printed by M. Lempereur, 
Antwerp, 1534. On vellum. A presentation copy to 
Queen Elizabeth. From the library of King George IT. 


The Reading Rooms are at the east end of this library; the re- 
maining part of the Library opened to the public consists of the 
rooms at the west end. 

In these rooms are placed eleven small table-cases, containing 
autographs and specimens of printing and binding. In Case No. 
1 are exhibited the following autographs :— 


Cast JI, 


1. The Autograph of R. Bentley, on a copy of Horace 
printed in 1699, containing Bentley’s corrections for 
his edition printed at Cambridge, in 1711.—From 
the library of King George II. 

2. The Autograph of the Chancellor F. Bacon, on a copy 
of the works of Fulgentius Afer. Cologne, 1526.— 

Purchased in 1837. 


co 


5. The Autograph of Sir Walter Scott, on a proof 


sheet of Paul’s Letters to his Kinsfolk. Edinburgh, 
1816.—Purchased in 1845. 


. The Autograph of Ben Jonson, on a presentation 


copy of his Volpone to John Florio.—Printed in 1607. 
From the library of King George ITI. - 


. The Autograph of Shakspere, on a copy of Mon- 


tagne’s Essays translated by Florio, printed in 1603.— 
Purchased in 1838. 


. The Autograph of Milton, on a copy of Aratus, 


printed at Paris in 1559,.—Purchased in 1850. 


In Case No. 2 are contained a few specimens of some early 


editions of works of eminent English authors, viz. :-— 


. Walton’s Complete Angler. London, 1652.-—First 
edition. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Sir Joseph 
Banks. 

. Shakspere. Venus and Adonis. London, 1602. 
—Unique. Purchased in 1845. 


. Shakspere. Venus and Adonis. London, 1636.—Pur- 


chased in 1845. 


. Shakspere’s Sonnets. London, 1609.——-First edition. 


Purchased in 1845. 

. Milton. Paradise Lost. London, 1667.—First edi- 
tion. From the library of King George III. 

. Shakspere. Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies. Lon- 
don, 1623.—The first collected edition of Shakspere’s 
plays. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Thomas 
Grenville. 

. Shakspere. “ Venus and Adonis.—4to, Field, 1594. 
—This poem was first printed in 1593, and is of the 
greatest rarity. ‘This second edition is, I believe, of 
no less rarity. The only copy that I have ascertained 
is that which was bequeathed by Mr. Caldecott to 
the Bodleian Library, and that copy sold by Pickering, 
in 1843, which I sold again to buy this preferable 
copy.” Note by the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by 
whom the book was bequeathed. 

. “Surrey. Songes and Sonettes. First Edition. 8vo, 

Ri. Tottell, 1557. Nott, in his laborious but heavy 

and cumbersome edition of Surrey’s life and works, 
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takes no notice whatever of the dates under which 
they were edited. It is from Warton’s Eng. 
Poetry, iii. p. 12., that we find Lord Surrey’s poems 
were first printed by Tottell, in 1557. Again, in 
1565-74-85 and 1587. This first edition is of the 
greatest rarity. Another copy of it is in Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge.’”’ Note in the handwriting of the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 

9. Shakspere. ‘Lucrece.—4to, First Edition. R. Field, 
1594. Of this very rare first edition, only two other 
copies have been ascertained. One at the Bodleian, 
having been Malone’s, and a second purchased by Mr. 
Daniel of Islington.’ Note in the handwriting of the 
Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 


In the 3rd case are contained autographs of some eminent 
foreign poets and critics, viz. :— 


1. Lucan’s Pharsalia, of 1502, with Ms. notes by Aldus 
Manutius, the younger.—Purchased in 1845. 

2. Castiglione’s Cortegiano, of 1531, with the original 
corrections and alterations in the handwriting of the 
Inquisitor of Florence.—Purchased in 1847. 

8. Poesie di Vittoria Colonna.—Printed in 1538. With the 
Autograph of Michelangelo Buonarotti. Purchased in 
1850. 

4, Perotti’s Cornucopia, of 1513, with Ms. notes by 
Aldus, the elder.—Purchased in 1845. 

5. Voltaire’s Essay on the Civil Wars.—Printed in 1727. 
With a note of presentation by the author to Sir H. 
Sloane. 

6. Castiglione, by Gritio.—Printed in 1586. With Ms. 
notes by Tasso. Purchased in 1848. 


In case No. 4 are shown autographs of some eminent foreign theo- 
logians, viz. :— 


1, Calvin’s Commentary on St. John’s Gospel.—Printed 
in 1553; witha Ms. note of presentation by the Author. 
Purchased in 1849. 

2. Eck’s Enchiridion, with his autograph notes, cor- 

rections and additions.—Purchased in 1850. 


3 and 4. The Autograph of Martin Luther, dated 1542 
is in the first volume of a copy of the German Bible, 

printed in 1541." The same copy was afterwards in 
the possession of Melanchthon, who, in 1557, wrote a 
long note on the fly leaf of the second volume. 


Cases 5, 6, and 7, placed in the next room, contain only speci- 
mens of bindings, which will be hereafter enumerated. In ease 
No. 8 are contained two volumes, one printed by Plantin and the 
other by Giunta, viz. :— 


1, Antiphonarium juxta Breviarium Romanum.—Printed 
by Plantin, at Antwerp, in 1573. On vellum. Purchased 
in 1846, 

2. Psalterium secundum morem Romane Ecclesie.— 
Printed by Giunta at Florence, in 1507. On vellum 
Purchased in 1848. 


In Case No. 9 are contained two specimens from the press. es- 
tablished at Toledo by Cardinal Ximenes, viz. :— 


1, Climacus. Scala Spiritualis—-On vellum. Printed at 
Toledo, by order of Cardinal Ximenes, in 1505. Pur- 
chased in 1847. 

2. Mozarabic Breviary, drawn up and printed at Toledo, 
in 1502, by order of Cardinal Ximenes.—On vellum. 
Purchased in 1845. 


in Case No. 10 are exhibited two early documents connected 
with the origin of the reformation in Germany. 


1, The ninety-five propositions against Indulgences 
and other points upon which Luther challenged all the 
world to dispute with him, in the University of Wit- 
temberg, in 1517.—Purchased in 1846. ; 

2. Luther’s appeal to a General Council against the 
proceedings begun against him at Rome and elsewhere 
by order of the Pope. Dated Noy. 28th, 1518,—Pur- 
chased in 1846, 


In Case No, 11 are contained the four following proclamations :— 


1. A proclamation by King Charles II., ordering the 
suppression of the “ Defensio pro Populo Anglicano,” 
and of the ‘“ Iconoclastes,” by Milton, who is therein 
stated to have fled from justice. Dated Aug. 13th, 1660. 
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2, Order of the Council of State appointing Cromwell 
Lord Protector. Dated December 16th, 1653. 

3. A proclamation issued by the Lords Justices, dated 
September 15th, 1714, offering 100,000/. for the appre- 
hension of the Pretender, Prince James, should he 
attempt to land in England. 

4. A proclamation by Prince Charles, styling himself Prince 
of Wales, offering 30,0001. for the apprehension of 
King George Hl. Dated August 22nd, 1745. 
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In the glazed press, between cases 1 and 2, are laid open :— 


ood 


. Luther. Gesangbiichlein von Psalmen, &c. Stras- 
burg, 1576.—The only copy known. This book con- 
tains the earliest impression of Fischart’s Hymns, 
which, on account of their extreme rarity, have been 
reprinted from it, as will be seen by the note on the 
next book. Purchased in 1846. 

9. Fischart. Geistliche Lieder. Berlin, 1849.—On the 
fly-leaf is the following note: ‘ Presented to the Li- 
brary of the British Museum, through Chevalier Bun- 
sen, by Lieutenant-General von Below, the editor, with 
respectful thanks for the kindly-granted permission to 
have a copy taken of the only printed copy known to 

- exist of Fischart’s work, from which this edition has 
been printed in 170 copies. London, 9, Carlton Ter- 
race. 9 October, 1849.” 

3. A Booke of Christian Prayers. London, 1590.—This 
is commonly called Queen Elizabeth’s prayer book. 
The woodcuts are from designs by Albert Durer, Hol- 
bein, &c. Purchased in 1842. 

4. Henry VIII. King of England. Assertio Septem 

Sacramentorum.—Printed by Pynson, at London, in 
1521. The first edition cf the work for which Pope 

Leo X. conferred upon Henry the title of Defender 
of the Faith. From the library of King George II. 
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_In the glazed press, between cases 2 and 3, are laid open :— 


. The Tséen Tsze Wan. An ancient Chinese School 
Book, consisting of one thousand different characters, 
and composed in the 5th century of the Christian era. 
This edition, printed in Japan, presents each of these 
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characters in five of its most useful forms, with a 
Japanese translation. 

2. Khan-i araka Ambasa-i moodshilen-be Targaboore. 
An earnest warning to ministers by the Emperor Shun 
Che. The Mantchoo Text.—a.p. 1655. One of the 
best specimens of engraved Mantchoo-Tartar printing. 
3 Haou Kew-chuen. The text of the Chinese novel, 
entitled ‘“'The Fortunate Union,” translated by Sir 
John Davis. Presented by J. F. Hull, Esq. 


4. Koo Win Yuen Kéen.—A collection of the best 


State-papers written under more than twenty dynasties ; 
edited by the Emperor, Kang-He, whose annotations, 
printed in yellow, are to be seen at the top of the 
page. This is one of the finest specimens of Chinese 
printing. 

5. A Poem, composed by the Emperor Kéen Lung, both 
in Chinese and Mantchoo-Tartar, in praise of Mook- 
den, the metropolis of Chinese Tartary. This im- 
perial edition is unique of its kind, being printed in 
each of the above languages in 32 different sorts of 
characters. 

6. A Japanese Cyclopxdia.—The illustrations are ex- 
plained both in the Chinese and Japanese languages. 

7. Nan Seun Shing Téen.—Account of the progress 
of the Emperor Kéen Lung to the South of China ; 
with views of the places visited. Presented by Her 
Majesty. 


In the glazed press, between cases 3 and 4, are laid open :— 


1. Map of Cambridge, in Caius, De antiquitate Canta- 
brigiensis Academiz. London, 1574.—-No other copy 
of this map known. A presentation copy of. the book 
from John Parker, son of Matthew Parker, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, to James I. From the library of King 
George II. 

2. Bogusz. Asacxelss metaphysica de Unitate. Sedan, 
1605.—Printed on satin. From the library of King 
George IL. 


in the next room are placed Cases No. 5, 6, and 7, containing 
specimens of bindings. 
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In.Case No. 5 are laid out the following specimens of foreign 
binding, viz. :— 


1. Petrarcha. Sonetti e Canzoni.—Printed at Venice by 
Aldus, 1521. In its original binding. Bequeathed 
by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

2. Silius Italicus. De Bello Punico Secundo.— Printed 
at Venice by Aldus, 1523. A specimen of Grolier 
binding. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

. Aristotle. Logic, Rhetoric, &c.—Printed at Venice, 
by Aldus, 1551. Formerly in the collection of the 
historian De Thou, whose arms are stamped on the 
cover. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

4. Valerius Maximus.  Dictorum factorumque memo- 
rabilium libri. Antwerp, 1574. From the De Thou 
collection, like the one preceding. Bequeathed by the 
Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

5. Virgilius.—Printed at Venice by Aldus, 1527. A 
specimen of Grolier binding. Bequeathed by the Rev. 
C. M. Cracherode. 

6. Ovid. Heroidum Epistolee, &c.—Printed at Venice by 
Aldus, 1502. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Crache- 
rode. 

7. Cesar. Commentari. Rome, 1469.—A specimen of 
Majoli binding. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 
Cracherode. 

8. Bernal.  Cristalian de Espana. © Valladolid, 1545. 
First edition. Bequeathed by the Right Hon. Tho- 
mas Grenville. 

9. Poliphilus. -Printed by Aldus, at Venice, 1499. A 
specimen of Majoli binding. . Bequeathed by the Rev. 
C. M. Cracherode. 


€o 


__In the first of the two glazed presses, next to Case 5, are laid 
open :— 


1. Virgilius. _Opera.—Printed at Amsterdam, Elzevir, 
1675. On large paper. From the library of King 
George III. | 

. Milton. Paradise Lost.—Printed by. Baskerville, at 
Birmingham, in 1759. Qn large paper. From the 

library of King George III. 
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3. Goldsmith. Poems.—Printed by Bulmer, at London. 


On vellum. From the library of King George III. 


In the second glazed press from Case No. 5 are laid open — 


1, Hylacomylus. Cosmographie rudimenta. — Printed 


2. 


at St. Diez, in September, 1507. In this work it was 
first proposed that the name America should be given 
to the continent now socalled. Purchased in 1843. 
Hakluyt. Divers Voyages touching the Discoverie 
of America.—London, 1582. The first collection of 
voyages relating solely to America. A presentation copy 
(probably to Sir Philip Sidney, to whom the book is 
dedicated), the Epistle Dedicatorie being signed in the 
handwriting of Hakluyt. Purchased in 1841. 


3. A new interlude and a merry of the nature of the iiij. 


4, 


5. 


elements.—Printed about 1517. The first English book 
in which reference is made to the discovery of the West 
Indies and America.—Bequeathed by David Garrick. 

** Columbi Epistola de Insulis Indie.—4to, sine anno et 
loco. This celebrated letter of Columbus is the first 
printed document respecting America, written by 
Columbus eight months after his discovery, and trans- 
lated into Latin by: Ali. Cusco. Of this most rare 
edition two other copies only are known in this country. 
I have the only copy known of another edition printed 
at Rome 1493; but which of the two editions is prior 
in time it is difficult to decide. Mr. Heber, Mr 
Inglis, and British Museum, have each a copy of this 
without date.” Note in the handwriting of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was 
bequeathed. 

‘‘Columbi Epistola de Insulis Indie.— 4to, 1493, 
Rome. This celebrated letter of Columbus is [ per- 
haps| the first printed document respecting Ame- 
rica. It appears to have been originally written 
in Spanish, and was in the same year translated 
into Latin by Aliander de Cosco, and printed at 
Rome by Eucharius Argenteus [Silber]. This is 
the only copy that has, I believe, as yet been seen with 
date or place. There is another edition mitthout date 
or place, which I also possess, and of which British 
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Museum, Mr. Heber, and Mr. Inglis have the only 
three other copies known. Whether the edition with 
or without date is the prior of the two, seems difficult 
to decide. This is the rarest.’’ Note in the hand- 
writing of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by whom 
this book was bequeathed. 


. “Columbi Epistola de Insulis Indie.—4to, sine anno et 


loco. This edition, though without date, is supposed 
to be printed circa 1493, and was so dated by the 
binder when I purchased it; it is quite a different type 
from the other copy, which I have s.a. et /., and it is 
the only copy which I have seen of this edition, though 
I have long been in the habit of examining the first 
early editions of this interesting letter.” Note in the 
handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by 
whom this book was bequeathed. 


. “Columbi de Insulis Nuper Inventis Epistola—12mo, 


or 4to, s. 1., 1493. Of this edition of the original letter 
of Columbus, a very accurate account is given by Bossi 
in his Life of Columbus who had never heard of any 
other copy existing in Spain or Italy except the one 
that he copied from in the library of Milan. There 
are two other original editions of this letter, one of 
Rome, 1493; the other sine anno, and perhaps the 
earliest of all. I possess all three of these original 
editions.” Note in the handwriting of the Right Hon. 
Thomas Grenville, by whom this book was bequeathed. 


. “Columbi Epistola de Insulis in Mari Indico. Verardi in 


laudem Ferdinandi Regis. 4to, (B. de Olpe Basilez), 
1494.—The epistle of Columbus, which here follows 
the drama Verardi, had been once printed s. a.—again 
twice in 1493; and then in this 4th edition of 1494. 
The four editions are all in my library. It seems 
singular that this double tract should begin with the 
double signature of a a, and Evans sold it by auction, 
connecting it with Brant De Origine bonorum Regum, 
printed by the same B. de Olpe, 4to; but its date of 
1494 makes it impossible to have followed Brant, 
printed in 1495. I believe it to be unconnected with 
any prior signature of any other work.” Note in the 
handwriting of the Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, by 
whom this book was bequeathed. 


9. La Lettera dell’ isole che ha trovato nuovamente il re 
dispagna, per Giuliano Dati tradocta. Florence, 1493. 
—The account by Columbus of his discovery of 
America, translated into Italian ottava rima. Unique. 
Obtained in 1847. 

10, Paesi novamente retrovati e Novo Mondo da Alberico 
Vesputio, Florentino, intitulato. Milan, 1512. 


_In Case No. 6 are laid out specimens of binding, mostly English, 

viz. :-— 

1. The Gospels in Anglo-Saxon and English. London, 
1571.—A presentation copy from John Foxe the editor 
to Queen Elizabeth, to whom the book is dedicated. 
Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

2. Bonner. Profitable Doctryne—Bound for Queen 
Mary I. From the library of King George II. 

3. Cicero. Epistole.—Printed at Venice by Aldus, 1540. 
From the library of King George II. 

4. Cicero. Les Questions Tusculanes. Lyons.—Bound 
for King Edward VI. From the library of King 
George II. 

5. Meditationum Libellus. Lyons, 1570.—Bound for 
Queen Elizabeth. From the library of King George III. 

6. The New Testament and Book of Common Prayer. 
London, 1643.—The binding ornamented with silver 
plates and clasps, containing the Portraits of Charles I. 
and his Queen, and symbolical representations of the 
Cardinal Virtues, the Four Elements, &c. Purchased 
in 1850. 

7. The New Testament and Psalms. London, 1630.— 
With embroidered binding. Purchased in 1844. 

8. Justinianus. Codex. lyons, 1551. 

9. The Book of Common Prayer. London, 1632.— 
Bound in silver chased, purchased in 1844. 

10. Mascher. II fiore della Retorica. Venice, 1540.— 
Bound for Queen Elizabeth, to whom the book is dedi- 
cated. From the library of King George II. 

11. Basilius, etc. Epistole. Haguenau, 1528.—For- 
merly belonging to Lord and Lady Burgbley, the names 
«‘ William Myldred Cicyll” being stamped on the cover. 

12. Plato. Convivium. Paris, 1543.—Bound for Robert 

Dudley, Earl of Leicester, whose arms are stamped 
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on the cover of the volume. From the library of King 
George II. 

13. Petrarcha. Opere Volgari. Venice, 1544.—Bound 
in embroidered velvet, for Queen Catharine Parr. 
From the library of King George II. 

14. Sozomen et Evagrius. Historia Ecclesiastica. Lou- 
vain, 1569.—Bound in embroidered velvet for Queen 
Elizabeth. From the library of King George II. 

15. Daneus. Orationis Dominice explicatio. Leyden, 
1583.—Bound in embroidered velvet for Queen Eliza- 
beth. From the library of King George II. 

16. Lascaris. Erotemata, &c.—Printed at Venice by 
Aldus, in 1494. Bound by Roger Payne. Bequeathed 
by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

17. Galen. Methodus Medendi. Paris, 1519.—On 
vellum. A presentation copy to King Henry VIII. 
to whom the book is dedicated, in its original binding. 
From the library of King George II. 

18. Calvete de Estrella. El viaje del principe Don Phe- 
lippe. Antwerp, 1552.—Bound for Queen Mary I. 
From the library of King George II. 

19. The Bible. Cambridge, 1674.—Bound in embroid- 
ered velvet for King James II., purchased in 1847. 

20. Parker. De Antiquitate Britannicee Ecclesize. Lon- 
don, 1572.—Privately printed. A presentation copy 
to Queen Elizabeth, for whom it was bound in em- 
broidered velvet. From the library of King George II. 

21. Acta Synodi Nationalis Dordrechti habitee. Leyden, 
1620.—Bound in embroidered velvet for King James I. 
From the library of King George II. 


In Case No. 7 are laid out some more specimens of foreign 
binding, viz. :— 


1. Bembo. Gli Asolani. Venice, 1530. A Grolier 
binding, unfinished. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 
Cracherode. 

2. Pindar, &c.—Printed by H. Etienne, 1566. 2 vols. 
Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

. Epictetus enchiridion. H. Wolfio interprete. Basle. 

4, Petrarcha. Opera. Basle, 1554. 

. Pliny. Historia Naturale. Venice, 1476. Grolier 


isc) 


binding. One of the largest specimens known. Be- 

queathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

6. Greek Anthology. Florence, 1494. In its original 
binding. On vellum. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. 

Cracherode. 


Some of the duties connected with the Department of Printed 
Books being carried on in the arched room to the west of those 
rooms already described, it has not been found practicable to admit 
the public farther than will be sufficient to enable them to see the 
arrangement of the books placed there. The door on the left 
(south side) leads to the Department of Antiquities. 


It remains only to be stated that on the 25th of July, 1838, the 
volumes of printed books in the British Museum being counted 
one by one, as they stood on the shelves, were found to be in round 
numbers 235,000. Counted in the same manner on the 15th of 
Dec., 1849, they were found to amount to 435,000. The collection 
now consists of upwards of 460,000 vols. 


British Museum, 
May 14th, 1851. 


A. PANTZZI. 


G. Woodfalland Son, Printers, Angel Court, Skinner Street, London. 


